Choice of a Recozder conſiderd, 


A Review of ſome Unaccountable Prafices aited by a certain 


Gentleman of the Lonz Robe, im the late King James's 
Reign, who now flands Candidate for Recorder of the 
Honourable City of LonDON, 169 9. 


'T may no? bz forgotten, that the Late King, upon his coming to the Crown, 
did promiſe and folemaly Swear at his Coronation, that he would maintain 
his SubjeRs in the fre enjoyment of their Law, and Liberties ; and in parti- 
cular, That be world main;am the Church of England a it was eftabliſh d by Law : 
Nevertheleſs, he was quickly found reſolved to overturn that moſt Laudable 
Eſtabliſhment of our Church, the g:cac Bulwark againſt Popery, whole fi;!? 

Reformers ſcaled their Teſtimonies againſt it wich their Blood ; and in purttic of that 

Reſolution, he claimed ic to be a Right inirzrent in the Crown, to fuſge 1d and diſpence 

with the Laws : And inſtantly out flies the fatal Declaration j- L.iverty of Conſcience ; 

and tho' no Wiſe or Honcit man could believe, that a Tolcration of Religion by a 

Diſpenſing Power, or the King's Prerogative, was propoſed with any other deſign, bur 

eicher co divide or play us aſle:p, till it was time to give the Alarm for our Deſtru- 

tion. Yet 
Who but that Gentleman, that naw pretends to that honourable Station of Recarder 
of the famous Ciry of Leader, ſhould promote and e to that King an Addreſs, 


ing the name of The Addreſs of the County of Middkſex, thanking his Majeſty for 
ra hn grounded upon his Dibeaeg,: Power 3 and for his cminenc Induſtry 
and Service therein, he was honoured wich hood, 14th of May, 1687. 

Tis alſo well known, that the Late King, to ſupport himſelf in che violation of the 
Laws of both Charch and State, did augmene his Army to a great and terrible 
ſtrength ; and all Armics in tim: of Peace, being illegal, the ancient Laws of the 
Roalm : The execcifing of Martial Law hath been to be illegal by many Laws, 
and particularly by the famous Petition of yy. 3 Car. Yet the wy os uiced his 
Judges to proceed upon it, but Sic Fobn Holt (the preſent learned Lord Chi —_— 
being then Recorder of London, quicted his Place, becauſe he would noe dip his H 
in Innocent Blood, by condemning a Souldier co Death upon Martial Law. Now, 

Who ſhould ſupply this Vacancy, 'buct the Perſon who now makes his Fawning Ad- 
drefles to be once more Recorder ! Fe ſteps up in Sir Fobs Holt's room, and withouc 
Scruple or Hzfieation, condemns a poor Souldier, (if not more than one) who was - 
hang'd according to that wickei Szntence. Well 

Let us fearch a lictle farther, for the eminene Deſerts of this aſpiring Lawyer. 

When me of our Pijous and moſt Learned Biſhops, for the braveſt Defence of the 
Church of England rhat we tind in any Hiſtory fince the Reformation, were impriſo- 
ned, and afterwards broughe to Tryal, as if they had bzen guilty of ſome molt hainous 
Crime, and char before Alibon a gh prongs. and Wright, worle, if poſſible, chan he. 
Who could b: fo:nd better principl'd than this Lawyer we are now talking of, to be 
Council againſt cheſs great Confeifors for our Church ? This Perſon's great Rage ac 
their being moſt rightcnnſly acquiceed, was fooliſhly demonſtrated, by his itooping to an 
Office nor altogether untike the common Hangman's : *Tis generally know, thac 
an univerſal Joy ran over the City, and whole Kingdom, upon their Deliverance. Buc 
this Zzalot tor che wicked Diſpenſing Power, did not only commit Thrc2 Apprentices 
to Priſon, 'for m1king Bonfires vpon that occaſion, who were aftcrward:s try<d at the 


. Od Bath, (:nr:nc'd to þe ſent to Bridewell, there to be kept ac hard Labour, and :cccive 


the CorreRion of the Houic ; to which place, after they had lain a conſidcrab!e time, 
came th:re himlltin purion, ro ſee them whip'd, becauſe he found the Governor: avzrie 
co it, but tcrritied them into it, by threatning, that if they did ic nor, he would <1] che 
King; where:p:n they were accor whipp'd. 

Now, 1-: 15 ice alittle facrher what good 
this Gentleman. | 

He promote! .in.! Ggned a moſt Scandalous Addreſs (which came wichin a Month 
mf his tormc: A Lureit, which procured him his Knighthood) and was ſtiled, _ 


| may be aſflign'd for che advancing 


The Humble Addrefi of [everal Benchers: and Barrifters 
4; _ of the Middle=Temple. 


.- Nay it pleaſe your Majeſly. 
- a X/ E your Majeſty s mo(f dutiful Sujcits, io our great joy, b.xuve recerved a bappy occaſior; 
. 2240 : : Ya” 
Monday June \ making thu Declaration of our Grattude ; and as xc know chat your Majeſties 
13th, 4". Goodneſs is the greaccſt that ever was ſhown by a Prince to his Suhj:&s, ſo we weſh the 
1097. Voice of Men and Angel: to return ſufficient Thanks for your Majeſtys Condeſcention and Clemen.- 

cy 10 all your Subjects, m your graciow Declaration for a Toleration. And as for thu Com- 

piſton and(: rodnefs, Thank; ought fo be paid to your Majeſty by al your Snhjetts, ſo we eſpeca- 

u. /, 61 the Prote{Hon ot the Law, have molt reaſon to be thankfirl tor the Honour you 

have Yon: us, by atl:: ring your own Royal Prcrogatives, which : the wery Life of the 

Ln, and our Profe)ii,m : Woich Frerogatroes, as they were gruen by God himſelt, ſo we decluve ; 

rhat no fower upon Earth can diminiſh them, but they muſt alwa;: rema:n entwe and 111/epar..- 

%- to your Royal Porici: Hind Preregativer, as we have ffudied i2 know them, ſo we ave 1.- 

ſolwed 12 defend t'\+m, Gy a:kerting with our Lives and Fortuncs that divine Maxim, 

1:« King fon A Dao Piox. A Regz leh And now, as a Teftimony of our perfeft Satufacltn m 1h g our 
Gor, the Low 4).,..' 1.) ;i-rncwiidgment, We have ſubſcribed our Names, that z5our Majcſty may 
fo tP? ROT: 1. oOW os to be Yours, and that the reſt of our Profeſſion may tollow our Example. 


ind -V.r- bore we bumbly, beg your Majeſty w'll accept the Addreſs from wr, who m Concluſion 
riaks 01d to (fer cur beft Wiſhes avd hearty Deſires, that yuur Mtjeſt ys Comes may 2r oper ms 
WW /domi. y.ur King Aorn+ flouriſh in Peace, and your Royal Ver/vn enjoy a Inn, happy, and gl 


C15 Reign oUua us. 


cho!:1 here a heap of moſt fulſome Iattery, an Evidence of a moſt debaſcd and 
ſecvile ?.1ind, diabolical Poſitions tending to the enſlaving of a Free-boin People, and 
to thc overthrow of our molt wholſome Laws : One mighe expect, chac chat honoura- 
ble and cruly-loval Society of the Xfiddle Temple, ſhould ac this day chaſtize chis Gentle- 
man for his Inſolencc, in — chat the Profeſſors of the Law had «1: moſt reaſun to 
b2 chankful tor the Overthrow of the Law, and for telling that King, cthac he, and five 
or fix more, (as I have heard their number was) had ſubſcribed cheir Names to ſuch 
cnſlaving Maxims, to be an Example to be followed by the reſt of cheir Profeflivn. To 
conclude, 

V/e t::ve a famous Story in a molt authentick Hiftory of K. Richard Il. Tre/than, the 
] nid Chi-t Juſtice of Erg/and, Belknap Chict Juſtice of the Common Pleas, Fulchorp and 
d Vurgh jJuttices of that Court, and Lotow the King) >erjeant at Law, by their Reſolu- 
tion of leveral Quzries offer d to them by the King, reſolved the Law to his Mind ; tor 
this hiph Crime they were brought to Judgment in Parliament, and condemned to be 
drawn, hang+!, and quarter'd, az they well deferved. Trefilies was accordingly drawn 
tron the 22.1 through the Ciry, to. Tzowe, and there executed ; bur the reſt, with 
conferic or Þ.. liiment, were pardon'd the Sentence of Death, but iſhe for ever into 
Þclas.l, :.. to fir fromeheir limictcd Bounds, upon pain of being immediacely executed 
on the font Ju. fment: And for their Maintenance, they had Allowances out of the 
Exchiqmr, a> tollows 5 Faltborp 40 l. per ann. Burg 47 marks, Belknap 30. and Letton 20 . 

{ would now ack a Queſtion in relation to thele wicked Judges and Serjeane ; Did 
ticy, 07 any cne of ther who were {> baniſh'd, pecition the Parliamenc, which had 
a3. with! emaitzbie Lenity towa' ds them, co have their Sentence reversd ? No, 
there's noting like it in any of che faithful Hiſtorians ot that time: I am ſu:c then ic 
woull be impertinznt io cnquire, whether they: ſought after Places; they were not lo 
intolc;;;, as to Crave to be admitted tobe Judges, or Recorders, in the luccceding Reign, 
1=4et ihcir Criimecame noc upto that height. ct the evil Inſtruments of the Law in the 
1 of the late K. /ames. The firſt —_— adviice! Rich. IT, that his /i: Ve, /ic Fubeo, 
> VI, his iJealurey, was Law ; bur the Logs cheeted che King in hi: wild Caiecr, ard 

{1.03 35 C;0 upen it. But our Judges, our Recorders, irricatedl King Fames to 

* « p...ndcd inberent Pre ive-Power to diſpenſe with our Li's; at Pleaſure, 

5 -vagrhe ; oundly did ie, you ſee the Gentieman, tor whoſc ſake I wrcice this, cellucg 

tc Nun”, Tat be conoured the Law and Lawyers im doing it 5 and that be a»d bs Crew 
1." ,t 5 Right 10 do @s be did, with thew Lives a'1d Fortunes. 

' 1:48 £202 the whole matter, that if the Juglges and Serjeanc at Law of Rich. II 
3:4 {-» impugent as © have petitioned for Promotion in the Courcs of 1ſt: 
/, 4:4), 1, to have been dignified with the Place of Recorder of Londen, o: any ching 
{' 7. T Couhr not but the Parliament would at 75bn have determin=2 ©. Annuity 
v. luck ilolent Petitioner, for his Supper: for Life. 
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